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Connecticut Challenge Gives $5,000 Grant to Leever Cancer Center

Partnership will support Cancer Survivors Day

WATERBURY, Conn – The Harold Leever Regional Cancer Center announced today that it was the recipient of a $5,000 grant from the Connecticut Challenge in a partnership to support the Cancer Survivors Day celebration.  The Leever Cancer Center hosts its survivors day celebration each fall.  This year’s date is November 3, 2010 and all cancer survivors will be welcome.

“We are deeply grateful for the support of the Connecticut Challenge.  Cancer Survivors Day at the Leever Cancer Center is always well attended and is a wonderful celebration, exactly what cancer survivors deserve.  It is also inspirational and educational, helping people better understand and manage their own health and wellness,” said Kevin Kniery, Executive Director of the Leever Cancer Center.

The goal of the survivorship program, to be fully operational by the end of 2010 is to provide individual and group support for cancer survivors upon completion of their treatment.  The integration of medical management, complementary medicine, physical activity, healthy eating and nutrition as well as emotional support services will help with a smooth transition back into “life after cancer treatment”. 

“We are honored and excited to support the Leever Cancer Center and Cancer Survivors Day.  Survivors Day is an important celebration and milestone, recognizing the difficult challenges survivors have overcome and offering the information and inspiration to help them achieve their optimal quality of life.  That is the mission of the Connecticut Challenge and we look forward to working with Leever Cancer Center to make it a reality for survivors in greater-Waterbury,” said Bob Mazzone, Executive Director of the Connecticut Challenge.
About The Harold Leever Regional Cancer Center

The Harold Leever Regional Cancer Center was formed as a joint partnership of Saint Mary’s Hospital and Waterbury Hospital in 1999.  This partnership resulted in a 40,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art freestanding facility and a comprehensive multidisciplinary group of medical professionals dedicated to the detection and treatment of all forms of cancer.  The Harold Leever Regional Cancer Center follows the latest protocols and uses the most advanced equipment for detection and treatment to fight cancer. With a combination of the most sophisticated technology and techniques available, along with a comprehensive multidisciplinary group of medical and social services, we provide an integrative team approach to cancer care.
About the Connecticut Challenge

The Connecticut Challenge was founded in 2005 to address the staggering lack of resources available to help cancer survivors after completion of their treatments.  Since then, the CT Challenge has supported cancer survivorship programs at several hospitals and community support organizations across the state, including Yale Cancer Center in New Haven, CT Children’s Medical Center in Hartford, UConn Health Center in Farmington, St. Vincent’s Medical Center in Bridgeport, Bennett Cancer Center in Stamford, Leever Cancer Center in Waterbury, Day Kimball Hospital in Putnam and Ann’s Place in Danbury.  The goal is to work closely with every hospital in state to bring support to Connecticut’s 120,000 cancer survivors, no matter where they live.  Learn more at www.ctchallenge.org.

The Connecticut Challenge raises most of its funding through the annual CT Challenge charity bike ride.  Scheduled for Saturday, July 24th, starting and finishing in Fairfield, CT, riders of all ages and skill levels can register for a 12, 25, 50, 75 or 100-mile ride and raise funds from personal sponsors to support their efforts.  
The Leever Cancer Center is sending a team to ride this year.  50% of all funds raised for CTChallenge will be returned to the Leever Center to help fund the new Survivors Program.  To learn more about riding, volunteering or donating to the 2010 event, please visit http://bike.ctchallenge.org.

